Kilkenny offers a unique selection of historical sites and buildings from the 7th century
onwards reflecting a tradition of monastic settlement and gracious living. Kilkenny City
is recognised as the Medieval Capital of Ireland. The City is characterised by beautifully
restored old buildings and winding slipways — however it is small and compact enough
to explore on foot. The following gives you an overview of some of the many places

to visit, please note most have a daily admission fee and set periods of opening times

however for the purpose of accuracy we have not quoted these. Please feel free to

obtain information in this regard from our Front Office Team at the hotel.

Collect your culture card at the front desk of the hotel to receive
a 20% discount on many of the places listed.
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St. Canice’s Cathedral

Built between 1202 & 1285 it has
been preserved in its original
style and form. View the city and
surrounding area from the gth
century round tower.

Rothe House

A 16th century Merchants home.
Open to the public as a Museum,
displaying some of the 2,500
artefacts collected by the Society
since its founding in 1947. The
Gardens are also open to the public.

Kilkenny Castle

Kilkenny’s Medieval 12th century
castle is one of the most recognised
buildings in Ireland. Set in 1830’s
splendour with extensive gardens
and parkland.

St. Francis Abbey Brewery

Located in the City, on the site of the
Franciscan Abbey which was founded
in 1231. Commercial brewing started
in 1710 and it’s Ireland’s oldest
Brewery. It has just recently opened
to guided tours providing a pint of
Smithwick’s at the end!

(over 18 years)

We have listed above a comprehensive

external to the hotel which we hope wil

as it is a list of third party providers the

| Woodstock Gardens

Situated alongside the beautiful
village of Inistioge home to the film

. ‘Circle of Friends’ from the Maeve

Binchy Book. Woodstock Gardens
date back from 1740 and offer over

& 4 miles of footpath. The Monkey

Puzzle walk is the largest and most
mature avenue recorded in Europe.

Kilfane Glen & Waterfall

A pristine example of a romantic

era garden dating from the 1790s.
Untouched for 200 years, it is a
picturesque paradise with a waterfall
tumbling its way to a rushing stream
and woodland paths leading to a
cottage orné. Tiny bridges sit among
ancient trees, wild fox-gloves, ferns

and other historically correct 18th century planting.

Castlecomer Discovery
Park

Originally part of the Demense of
the 17th century Castlecomer House.
The park includes 6km of woodland
walking trails complete with picnic
areas and two rainbow trout angling
lakes. At the heart of the park is
the visitor centre with its exhibition

‘Footprints in Coal’ which explores the complete story of the
Castlecomer coal from formation to extraction.

Wexford Opera House

A specifically commissioned state-of-
the-art opera house and home to the

world-famous Wexford Festival Opera.

And with the new roads you will
make it there and back in no time!

George Bernard Shaw
Theatre, Carlow

A new state of the art multi-
disciplinary facility. The centre
comprises a 294-seater performing
arts theatre. The VISUAL Centre for
Contemporary Art at the George
Bernard Shaw Theatre presents the
work of a balanced mixture of local,

national and international artists.

Watergate Theatre,
Kilkenny

Providing a varied programme of
professional and amateur dramatics,
classical and contemporary music,
opera and dance, together with
regular exhibitions of paintings and
photographs.

The comfortable 328 seat theatre is an intimate venue for artists
and audiences alike and plays an important role in the cultural
life of Kilkenny.
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are happy to advise you of the complete listing upon request.

Kilkenny Arts Festival

A ten day festival held in August
each year providing the best in
music, art, theatre, craft, dance &
literature. Feel the city come alive.

Cat Laughs Comedy
Festival

A five day event taking place on

the June Bank Holiday Weekend
every year. Featuring a line up of
comedians from Ireland, England,
America, Canada, Australia and even
as far away as Scotland! Burst with
laughter throughout!

Rhythm & Roots Festival

Held over the last weekend in April each
year Kilkenny plays host to the best of
roots-rock, alt-country and Americana acts.

SLon fé Cuar
Craft Trail

See at first hand some of Ireland’s
finest crafts people at work. Visit
among many others: Rudolf Heltzel
situated in the City to Chesneau
Leather, Nicholas Mosse Pottery
and Moth to a Flame located in the
quaint village of Bennetsbridge.
Close by just outside Thomastown
you will also find Jerpoint Glass. We

y activity in further detail please do not
on Team who will be delighted to assist

an. Email: reception@rivercourthotel.com






